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Introduction

1 The Pinnacle (volcanic rock formation)

2 Mt Canobolas, height 1,395 m (5.5 km 
west of the Pinnacle)

3 Fredrick’s Valley

4 Summer Hill Creek

5 Gosling Creek

6 Spring Creek

7 Brandy Creek

8 Blackman’s Swamp Creek

9 Ploughman’s Creek

10 Broken Shaft Creek

11 Molong Creek
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North East from Suma Park

Showing 2005 Orange Local Government Area Boundary
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Place: Burrendong Way (March)
Places and Precincts

Location
Burrendong Way (March, north of Orange)

Statement of Significance
The historic hamlet of March consists of a scattering of buildings along 
one side of Burrendong Way. A stone wall on the road frontage of 590 
Burrendong Way signals the approach to the village from Orange. A 
few residences, St Philips Anglican Church and March Primary School 
hug the road in a pattern indicative of many hamlet settlements of the 
nineteenth century. 

The village is located on a slight plateau and looks west across rolling 
rural holdings. To the east is a mixture of remnant native vegetation and 
grassed agricultural land. A mix of Pines and Eucalypts grow in the road 
reserve through the village. As one approaches the village the darker 
green of the pines mark the presence of the settlement.

Historically, March, along with Orange and Byng, was one of the first 
parishes in the district marked out by the government surveyor James 
Richards. March became a stop on the Cobb and Co route from 
Orange to Wellington in 1863. However, as transport grew in speed and 
effectiveness stops that grew up to service the need to frequently change 
horses were quickly overshadowed by regional centres. 

Objects and Elements

Places and Precincts Map

Landscape Character
Analysis Map

Introduction

Home

Associated View/Vista
Burrendong Way

Large, mature pine trees visually define the village of March within the landscape
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Introduction

Stone Wall at 590 
Burrendong Way 

Remnant Vegetation on 
Burrendong Way, south 
of March
The community consultation 
process identified that stands 
of remnant box vegetation on 
Burrendong Way form a significant 
landscape feature of the area. 

March: St Philips 
Anglican Church
The small church is dwarfed by 
the large radiata pine in the church 
yard and the remnant Eucalyptus
viminalis in the road reserve. 

March: Primary School
The small village school opened in 
1886.

March: Cemetery
The small village cemetery stands 
in the yard of St Philips Anglican 
Church.

Burrendong Way (March)

Places and Precincts Map

Objects and Elements: Burrendong Way (March)
Objects and Elements

OE01
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Synopsis
Orange is characterised by a layering of natural and cultural 
landscape features that are inscribed with the shifting 
patterns of human settlement. From pre-settlement times 
to today, the remnant vegetation, agricultural patterns, 
wind break planting, formal parks, roadways and bridges, 
land boundaries and the like tell the story of how people 
have lived and interacted with the landscape in the Orange 
District.

An understanding of the way in which history and culture 
are recorded within landscape features fosters a strong 
and lasting connection of people with place. Studies 
demonstrate the significant positive impact to be gained 
by feeling connected and engaged with a place’s heritage, 
culture and landscape. This connection can be effectively 
cultivated through an understanding and awareness of 
significant landscape and heritage features. It is therefore 
vital that knowledge of the significance of the landscape 
and built environment informs planning and policy decisions 
and is communicated to locals and visitors alike.

With this in mind Orange City Council engaged Andrews 
Neil in Association with Artscape to complete a ‘Survey of 
Significant Landscape Features’ which was to;

• Interpret the evolution of the natural and cultural 
landscapes through an illustrated overview of historic 
maps, photographs, paintings and texts.

• Identification of key views and vistas

• Preparation of a statement of significance for each of 
the identified significant landscape features.

• Preparation of a concise report with draft policies/
recommendations.

A detail investigation including site inspections, a review 
of historic data as well as stakeholder and community 
consultations lead to the development of the list of Significant 
Landscape Features over a 2-3 month period. The Burra 
Charter was consulted for an approved list of definitions 
throughout the process to ensure consistency in language 
during the writing of the Statements of Significance. In 
addition to this, the project team developed a methodology 
for grouping Places and Precincts and the Objects and 
Elements that make them up.

Given the amount of items that were identified by the 
Project team and the community, it was evident that a 
standard report format was not going to be an appropriate 
means of describing the complexities which made many of 
the landscape features “Significant”. Many of the identified 
features were associated with other features of either the 
natural or cultural environment. In addition, a number of the 
items identified had already been addressed in previous 
reports, studies or policies. This level of layering lead the 
Consultants to develop a web based report which could 
be easily used by Council staff, the community and even 
tourists to the region. It has also provided the capacity to 
provides links to other Councils reports and GIS Mapping 
programs.

The Final document will be uploaded onto Council’s 
website in February 2007 and following from that it is hoped 
that the document will be available in the library and tourist 
information centre. The document also has the potential 
to be used by Council’s statutory planning staff to inform 
future planning policy and decision making. 
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Planning and Research Used to 
Determine Markets, Strategies, 
Methods or Outcomes

Project planning was broken into three phases;

1 Information Phase

Reviewing and researching to gain an understanding of the 
region, its development, community goals and aspirations, 
planning objectives and legislative requirements.

• Community and Stakeholder consultation

• Detailed site inspections using GPS to accurately 
identify objects within the landscape for the mapping 
component of the project.

2 Assessment and Analysis Phase

• Confirm definitions for words such as; natural, cultural 
and significance using the Burra Charter.

• Categorise, group and cross reference identified 
items

• Prepare Statements of significance 

• Map each item identified using GIS (MAPInfo).

• Develop a format for the web based report to allow for 
linkages within and external to the document.

3 Consolidation Phase

• Complete mapping exercise 

• Prepare the Final document so that it is interactive and 
in a format that allows Council to update it as time goes 
on.

Assessment Criteria
Project Description, Aims and 
Motivation

The project was conceived by the ………………………. 
Group within Orange City Council as a means of identifying 
significant landscape features within an expanding urban 
environment. The balancing of natural and cultural values, 
the demand for new housing and infrastructure as well as 
the preservation and conservation of heritage items and 
street trees have prompted the need for this project which 
is the first stage of a larger project.

The Brief was for a study process to survey, identify and 
conserve significant features of the natural and cultural 
landscape of Orange and district. The outcomes of this 
first stage are to underpin a more detailed process of 
identification and assessment in Stage 2.

The Objective was identified in the Brief to, “research the 
landscape features of Orange and district’;

• Review relevant reports

• Research and analyse the evolution of the natural and 
cultural landscape

• Survey and map significant elements of the natural and 
cultural landscape (including views and vistas).

• Consult and work with Council and the Community

• Raise community awareness

• Assess the significance of the cultural landscape and 
its main characteristics

• Prepare a concise report, draft policies and 
recommendations for the conservation and 
management of significant landscape features.

Heritage  
Significance

Within Orange district there are many items of both 
aboriginal and European heritage. There is evidence of 
aboriginal settlement with the Orange district and a number 
of the natural landscape features have a special place 
within the aboriginal dreamtime such as Mount Canobolis. 
The Project team consulted the local aboriginal group 
throughout the process and a number of the identified 
features have either reference to aboriginal settlement or 
are significant to their story telling.

European settlement occurred in the 1820s with the 
discovery gold and the town boomed with the profits of 
this discovery. A number of magnificent homes and civic 
buildings were constructed during this time and are of 
National Significance for their architectural design. Similarly, 
a number of public gardens and streetscapes have been 
identified as being of National and State significance. 
These heritage listings are cross referenced in the Survey 
of Significant Landscape Features.
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Project  
Team

The project team of Andrews Neil and Artscape worked 
closely with the Community Liaison Officer, Alison Russell 
throughout the project. Andrews Neil are a multidisciplinary 
firm of landscape architects, town planners, architects, 
ecologists and graphic designers. As the  lead consultants 
they invited Artscape to join their team to provide expertise 
in cultural planning and art theory.

The key team members included Justine Williams (Director 
landscape architecture, Andrews Neil) and Fiona Neil 
(Director, Artscape). While Justine was responsible for the 
overall project delivery, determination of significant views, 
vistas and streetscapes Fiona provided a theoretical basis 
for which the assessment would be conducted. Fiona’s 
particular area of expertise is in art theory which provided 
a sound and meaningful manner in which to approach the 
statements of significance, in particular.

In all, the project was delivered by an external consultant 
team of approximately five people from a range of 
backgrounds including landscape architecture, cultural 
planning, ecology, architecture and graphic design.

Planning and  
Consultation

The project was a Council initiative that included 
participation from the library, tourist information centre and 
regional art gallery. Consultation within Council extended 
through all areas including; the elected staff, planning staff, 
city presentation staff and Community Liaison Officer.

As previously noted, the community and stakeholders were 
invited to attend a workshop which was well attended and a 
number of the significant landscape features were identified 
at that time. In addition, the Consultants participated in 
television, newspaper and radio interviews with respect to 
the project.

Project Market/Audience/Client 
Needs and Requirements 

This current stage of the project is designed to be a tool 
for the community, tourists and Council staff as a reference 
document. Council acknowledges that this is the first stage 
of the project and that whilst it does not have any statutory 
status there is potential for this occur at a later date.

Project Outcomes and Heritage 
Benefits for the Community 

The document identifies, locates and provides an illustrated 
Statement of Significance for each Precinct, Place, Object, 
Element, View and Vista. Each item is cross referenced to 
other items that it may have an association with. In addition, 
the project team has mapped the evolution of the landscape 
in series of maps dating from pre European settlement to 
current day in 30 year increments.

The landscape evolution maps track changing settlement 
patterns, gold discoveries, grazing practices, Cobb and 
Co routes, rail and other transport impacts as well as land 
subdivisions. The maps provide an illustrated pictorial of the 
change with commentary to support the diagrams. It is our 
understanding that this is the first time that the landscape 
evolution of Orange has been mapped in this format and 
containing such a wide range of information.

While the landscape evolution maps provided the context 
within which the statements of significance were prepared 
the project team also conducted a landscape character 
analysis of the entire shire and mapped the landform 
in 3D to clearly demonstrate that many of the significant 
landscape features identified during the process were 
common to certain topographic regions within the shire.

The information provided in the document provides a 
contextual basis for which all items of significance were 
derived. The document will allow any member of the 
community to navigate through the historical context or 
jump straight into researching the significant items.

Project Industry, Professional and 
Institutional Standards 

text to be added

Contribution to Support of  
Heritage Issues 

text to be added
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Location
Kearney’s Drive, Bletchington 

Statement of Significance
The Orange Botanic Gardens is a comparatively new parkland of 20 
hectares located within the northern suburban edges of the city. The 
Botanic Gardens were officially opened during the Bicentenary year 
in 1988. The rolling landscaped parklands are home to a collection 
of native and exotic plants as well as elements and objects of cultural 
significance.

The Botanic Gardens represent a considerable contrast to the colonial 
Victorian character of the formal parklands of Central Orange. The 
Botanic Gardens combines plantings of exotic species, such as the 
birches adjacent to the entry and the heritage rose garden, with single 
and drift plantings of Australian natives. 

The significance of Orange Botanic Garden lies in a number of areas. 
Firstly, it has scientific significance as a botanical collection and 
environmental significance for the birdlife that is attracted to the gardens. 
Secondly, it has a social significance arising from its role as a site of 
recreation, community events and special occasions such as weddings. 
Thirdly, the gardens have historic significance, both as a repository for 
historic objects such as the Shadforth Church and as a symbolic marking 
of the Bicentenary. 

Place: Orange Botanic Gardens
Places and Precincts

Objects and Elements A
Objects and Elements B

Places and Precincts Map

Landscape Character
Analysis Map

Introduction

Home

Associated View/Vista
Botanic Gardens

Meandering paths form a picturesque walk around the central billabong leading 
through the “Federation Arch”.
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1 Burrendong Way (March)
2 The Rail System
3 Clifton Grove
4 Waratah Oval
5 Banjo Patterson
   Memorial Park
6 Orange Botanic Gardens
7 Resource Recovery Centre
8 Bletchington
9 Bel Air
10 Orange Showground
11 Casey Street
12 Suma Park Dam
13 Escort Way
14 Ploughman’s Lane
15 Garden Suburbs
     West of Orange
16 Duntryleague
17 Central Orange
18 Newman Park
19 East Orange
20 Coronation Drive
21 Croagh Patrick
22 Memory Park

Landscape Character
Analysis Map

Views and Vistas Map

Landform Map

Introduction

Glossary

23 Kinross Wolaroi
24 Blackman’s Swamp
     Creek Park System
25 Wade Park
26 Glenroi
27 Bathurst Road
     Memorial Avenue
28 Orange Cemetery
29 Quarry
30 Towac Park Racecourse
31 Gateway Park
32 Forest Road West
33 Sir Jack Brabham Park
     and Bloomfield Hospital
34 Fredrick’s Valley
35 The Springs
36 Lake Canobolas
37 Gosling Creek System
38 Campbell’s Corner
39 Huntley Stone Walls
40 Towac Pinnacle and 
     Picnic Area
41 Spring Hill
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